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Dear parents/carers,

Firstly, | would like to start by congratulating our TERM DATES
year é pupils on finishing their SATs exams last
week - well done to you all on your hard work and
determination, we are very proud of you all. Friday 23 May 2025 - Last day of
half term

It has been a very busy half term. Our Year 4
children went on their first residential trip to
Bawdsey Manor, they enjoyed lots of different
outdoor activities and an evening spent around

Monday 2 June 2025 - First day
of Summer term 2

the campfire toasting marshmallows! Our
reception children have visited Jimmy's Farm,
they had a lovely time exploring the park and
learning all about the animals and wildlife.

Tuesday 22 July 2025 - Last day
of Summer term

We are now approaching the last term of the
Summer which will, as always, be full with events
such as sports day, summer concert and leavers
celebrations for our year 6 pupils. We hope to see
as many of you as possible over the last few
weeks of the term.

Kind regards
Claire




DATES FOR THE DIARY

June

02/06/25 - 03/06/25 Year é residential - Mersea Outdoor Centre

05/06/25 Year 2 Felixstowe seaside trip

06/06/25 Year 6 Crucial Crew visit (Inspire)

19/06/25 Academy Council meeting 9.15 - 10.15am (Virtual)

24/06/25 Copleston year é transition day

25/06/25 - 26/06/25 Ipswich Academy/Northgate/St Albans/Copleston year é transition days
26/06/25 Moving up day (Nursery - Year 5)

30/06/25 Nursery - Coast and Picnic Trip

July

01/07/25 Holbrook Year 6 transition day

03/07/25 Year 6 production (evening performance)
04/07/25 Sports day - Nursery - Year 5 (year 6 helping)
w/c 07/07/25 Year 10 work experience pupils in school
8/07/25 Year 6 Trust sports day

21/07/25 Year 6 leavers assembly 2.30 - 3.15pm
22/07/25 Last day of term
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This half term Nursery pupils have been exploring
the rainforests. The children have looked at the
rainforest climate as well as learning about plants
and animals that live there. Our rainforest role
play area has enabled the children to engross
themselves in spotting and talking about different
wildlife. In our music lesson with Ed we have been
making sounds of the rainforest using insfruments,
as well as using our bodies to move to music like
different rainforest animals. Our maths learning
this term has helped us to continue learning our
numbers up to 20 and begin to use the
vocabulary more and less when describing two
amounts. An exciting half term of learning for all,
well done Nursery!

Jasmine & Hannah, Nursery teachers

This term in Year 2, we have been learning all about earth and space. We found out about the planets in our
solar system, how the Earth moves around the Sun, and what astronauts do in space. We also created our
own amazing self-portraits in art. We looked carefully at our faces and used different colours and textures fo
make our pictures look realistic. We are very proud of our work and have enjoyed learning about the world
around us and ourselvesl!

Aiste & Tasnim Year 2 teachers




What a fantastic time we've been having in Year 5!
Our shared reading sessions have been an absolute
delight as we dive into the enchanting world of
Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell, sparking much
imagination and discussion among the children. In RE,
we've been exploring the beauty of Islam, helping our
pupils to appreciate the diversity of beliefs in our
community. In science, we're having fun investigating
changing forms of matter, leading to some very
interesting experiments. Our literacy lessons we
worked on written outcomes inspired by the text
Wonder; we have seen some amazing workl!.
Meanwhile, in PSHE, we're focusing on relationships,
nurturing the skills of empathy and communication.
Lastly, our maths sessions have focused on rounding
and multiplying decimals, where the children are
mastering their skills with great enthusiasm. In our
Spanish lessons, we focused on greetings, self
introductions and families, which the children really
enjoyed.

Donna and Kudzie (Year 5 teachers)

Year 4 had a fantastic trip to Bawdsey Manor.
Everyone had a great time and took part in most of
the activities. We had some brave children who
swung from the top of the giant swing and we also
enjoyed toasted marshmallows by the campfire
while singing songs. Whilst in school we have been
learning about the inventor of the Rubix Cube. We
solved a variation of the rubix problem using cubes.
The children worked systematically trying to make
sure each face had one of each colour cube. We
are reading 'Harry Potter and the Philosopher's
Stone' in our shared reading lessons, the children
are really enjoying this book with most of us wishing
that we could cast our own spells.

Gemma & Yvonne, Year 4 teachers

Leappad 1 pupils have continued to enjoy their fortnightly visits to the Piper Vale Gymnastics Centre. They have

been practising important social skills such as waiting, faking turns, and encouraging one another, while also
improving ftheir stfrength and coordination. Across the curriculum, our pupils have explored a wide range of
engaging topics. In R.E., they are learning about the five key beliefs of Islam. In maths, lessons have challenged
us to deepen our understanding of three-digit numbers through practical activities that support learning about
place value, as well as comparing greater and lesser values. In science, we are learning about Planet Earth.

Pupils investigated why we have day and night, and explored, how shadows are formed through hands-on
experiments and observations. Pupils have finished the book “Around the World in Eighty Days”, which they
thoroughly enjoyed during shared reading sessions. As part of their learning, they developed their creative
writing skills by producing character descriptions and diary entries. They are now excited fo begin their next

book, “The Diary of a Killer Cat”.

It's been a great term full of learning, creativity, and hard work. We're really proud of everything our pupils have
achieved and are looking forward to another fun and exciting term ahead!

Lusna, LeapPad 1 teacher



This half-term in Leappad 2 has been packed with exciting learning across all areas of the curriculum.

In English, we continued our work on “Malamander”, using it to inspire descriptive writing and build on our
comprehension skills. Alongside this, we have been enjoying “Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone” as our
class read—sparking lots of lively discussion and enthusiasm for reading. In maths, we explored a range of
topics including decimals, doubling, column multiplication, and both 2D and 3D shapes. Through practical
activities and visual resources, students have built confidence in applying their skills in different contexts.

Our science work focused on light and sound, with hands-on investigations helping us to understand how we
see and hear the world around us. In RE, we learned about Islam, exploring its key beliefs, practices, and
celebrations in a respectful and thoughtful way.

It's been a brilliant start to the summer term, and we're looking forward to more exciting learning in the
weeks ahead!
Robert, LeapPad 2 teacher

Music Update
This half ferm in music has covered styles from all around the world from Samba music to Indian Raga. We
have been honing our listening skills as well as our ensemble playing across the school.

We are starting to prepare for our summer concert on Thursday 10th July and we are excited to share
with you our fantastic work. Further details about this performance will be released very soon.

Amie and the Year 6 team were really blown away by the confidence of some of our Year é's who auditioned
a few weeks ago for “Matilda the musical”. The cast has been announced and we have already started our
rehearsals ready for our performance on Thursday 3rd July. Ticket information will be shared soon.

We still have spaces for instrument lessons. If you would like your child to start, please fill in this form
https://forms.gle/Aboo9mCVzVnrgdCvS5. Alternatively, speak to the office.

Amie, music teacher


https://forms.gle/Aboo9mCVzVnrgdCv5
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Thank you to everyone who has signed up to the My Child at School App. We are continuing to get a
really good uptake on this App which is becoming used more and more.

There is now a self sign-up service on the App. Just download ‘My Child at School’ from the
App Store (it is free) and click '‘Sign Up'. You will then be asked for the schools name and it

will take you through to a sign up page where you will enter your email address and create a
password.

All clubs, trips, attendance information, school reports and parents evenings will be

operated through this App so please do sign up. If you need any assistance please call the
office and they will be able to help you.

PE & SWIMMING TIMETABLE - APRIL 2025

08:50 - 09:15 09.15-10.15 B 10.30-11.30 11.30-12.30 L| 13.15-14.15 14.15-15.15
R u
Monday Springboard LeapPad 2 E 44 [Swim) 4B [Swim) N 2B (Swim) &B [PE)
[PE) [Swirm) A 5B [PE) 24, (PE) c &A [PE)
54 (PE) K H
Tuesday LeapPad 1 RB (Swim) RA (Swim] 2A(Swim] Springboard
[Swirm) 4B (PE) 2B(PE) 3A [PE) (Swirm)
44 |PE) 3B (PE)
Wednesday | MNursery (PE) 1A |PE) 1B(PE) RA (PE) RE (PE)
Thursday LeapPad 1 (PE) 3A (Swim) 3B (Swim) 1A [Swim) 1B (Swim)
Friday LeapPad 2 (PE) SA (Swim) 5B (Swim) &A [Swim) 48 (Swim)

Attendance Update

Particular praise goes to the year 6 students who made a sterling effort in coming in during SATS week last week.
We have 7 weeks left of term and it would be good to see attendance continue to improve. Please also
remember that gates open at 8.40am and close at 8:50am in the mornings.

Enjoy the half term break and we look forward to seeing you back in on Monday 2nd June.

Sean Alcock, Attendance Officer



Sports Day Update

Following feedback from the recent Academy Council meeting and a recent vote for a preferred
date for the school sports day, we have moved the date to Friday 4" July. Details of the timings for
the day will follow in due course.

E-Safety Coffee Morning - Monday 23" June 9.15am - 10.15am

On Monday 23rd June, we are excited to have PC Goodwin, the school's link community police
officer for a coffee morning with parents and carers to talk all things E-safety. With the ever-
changing online world of social media, gaming platforms and online messaging, we are offering you
the chance to come in and hear from PC Goodwin about the risks and how to help keep your child
safe. The morning will be an informal way to learn more about E-Safety and there will be a chance
for you to ask any questions you might have. A google form will be sent out after half term to register
your atfendance.

The session will start at 9.00am to allow parents to get a drink before the workshop commences at
9.15am.

Pupil assemblies- E Safety and Anti-Racism

In Summer 2 we are linking up with our community police officer and Ipswich Town Football Club to
deliver anti-racism assemblies for KS1 and KS2. These will be aimed at helping pupils fo understand
more about prejudice and racism and that there is no space for racism in our school community.
There will also be an opportunity for year 5 and é pupils to have an assembly focused on E-safety
and how to keep themselves safe online.

School Collection Time

Please could we politely remind parents/carers that the end of the school day is 3.15pm. Please
could you ensure, where possible, that children are collected at this time and not prior to the end of
the school day, we have had an increasing number of children being collecting from 2.30pm
onwards over the past few weeks and therefore children are missing valuable lesson time.

Playground Etiquette at Drop off and Collection Times

Please could we politely remind adults that drop off and collect children to be mindful of the
language used in our playground, particularly around our children. We would also ask that any
smoking/vaping is done away from the school site and gates. Bicycles should be walked through the
playground for everyone's safety. Please could we also remind you that dogs are not allowed in the
playground and should be kept away from the gates.

Nut Free School

A polite reminder that we are a nut free school, therefore please do not send your child into school
with anything that may contain nuts - including chocolate spreads such as Nutella. Thank you for
your cooperation.



After School Clubs Summer Term

We still have a few spaces for anyone who would like to join an after school club this
term. Please log info MCAS and available clubs to view availability.

Monday

Swimming Club Years 1 - 3
Gardening Club Years 1 - 6
Computer Club Years 4 - 6
ITFC Football Club 4-6 (full)

Tuesday

Swimming Club Years 4 - 6
Homework Club Years 3 - 6
ITFC Football Club 1-3 (Full)

Wednesday

Art Club Years 1 - 6

Drama Club Years 3-6
Dodgeball Club Reception - 6

Thursday
Ukulele Club Years 1 - 6

Friday
Gymnastics Club Reception - 6



Activities taking place throughout Ipswich over the May half term
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May Half Term Holidays 2025 with Ipswich Fit
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This bay Half Term. come and enjoy somea fantastic activities across our facikties.
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The Cabin Crew
Easter Holiday Club

27™-30" May 2025

Welcome to The Cabin!

We are a fun Kids club for children of
primary school age, with a variety of
te% activities both indoor and out. We have
great facilities in a purpose built ‘cabin’
within the grounds of Sidegate Primary
] Schoolin Ipswich.

* Open from 7.30am-6pm
« For children from all primary schools

Ja # - 7 & Funindoor & outdoor activities

* Two-course meal included
lr !,.\% = All activities and resources included

+ Experienced staff with 1:8 ratio

Activities include:

Tues 27™ May - Slime Workshop
with Little MADE Studio

Thurs 29" May - Dance

Waorkshop with Jigzaw Dance
Creationz

Come along and join
the Holiday Fun!

For bookings: please email abi
or call01473715151.

www.thecabincrew.org.uk







